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Department 
Mission 
To carry out the duties 
and responsibilities as 
prescribed by the 
Columbus City Charter 
and the Columbus City 
Code; to provide 
efficient and effective 
collection of moneys 
and audit services with 
continuous upgrades 
to the city tax and filing 
systems and all other 
necessary resources 
utilized in the process. 

 
 

 
Department Description 
The City Auditor is the city’s chief accounting officer.  The City Auditor is responsible for 
processing and maintaining accurate, systematic records of all city fiscal transactions, including 
certification of funds, receipts, disbursements, assets, and 
liabilities.  In addition, the Auditor’s payroll unit handles the 
accurate, bi-weekly generation of paychecks and tax-
withholding remittances for over 10,000 city employees, and 
through its Income Tax Division, maintains the functions of 
income tax collection and audit.  The City Auditor 
disseminates such fiscal facts, reporting periodically to city 
officials and the public in summaries and analytical 
schedules, as prescribed in the City Charter.   
 
For the last 40 years, the City Auditor has received a 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association 
(GFOA). This certificate is the highest form of recognition for 
excellence in state and local government financial reporting. 
 
The City Auditor assists in managing the city’s long-term 
debt, including prompt payment of principal, interest, and 
associated fees on the city’s variable rate debt; assures 
current debt service coverage is sufficient to protect the 
credit worthiness of the city; and avoids the imposition of 
increased property taxes related to bonded debt voted 
directly by the public, both enterprise and non-enterprise. 
The Income Tax Division provides the service of collection, 
audit, and enforcement of the two and one half percent municipal income tax pursuant to 
Chapter 361 of the Columbus City Code and the collection of the hotel/motel tax for the City of 
Columbus and the Franklin County Convention and Facilities Authority.  
 

Fund
2018

Actual
2019

Actual
2020

Budget
2021

Proposed
General Fund 13,546,199             13,026,344             14,751,797             14,604,414             

Department Total $ 13,546,199 $ 13,026,344 $ 14,751,797 $ 14,604,414

Budget Summary
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Department Goals and Objectives 

• To ensure efficient and effective reporting regarding the city’s finances to Columbus City 
Council, the Mayor and administrative agencies, the City Attorney, the Municipal Court 
Judges and Clerk, and the residents of Columbus. 

 
• To ensure accurate audit services, systematic collection of taxes, and monitoring of the 

city’s tax-generated revenues. 
 

Strategic Priorities for 2021 
Maintain high quality fiscal processing, tax collection and audit, debt management, record 
keeping, and reporting to our residents, the business community, city departments and 
divisions, and other interested parties.   

Modernize technical operations of the Division of Income Tax by investing in a new income 
tax collection system to allow for web-based payments, provide for a full online user 
experience, and electronically interface with business and individual users.  

Continue rollout of the city’s new payroll and time and attendance system to provide 
enhanced and expanded services for all of the city’s employees.  

Manage and maintain the city’s newly updated accounting system with a focus on stability, 
accuracy, continuous improvement, and usability.  Develop and deploy training for end users 
of the new payroll, accounting, and income tax systems with a focus on remote and online 
learning opportunities. 

Examine existing policies and evaluate future decisions with a renewed commitment to 
ensure our actions provide equity and opportunity for all of Columbus.  

Ensure compliance with the Columbus City Charter and Columbus City Code. 

Earn the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada. 
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2021 BUDGET NOTES 
CITY AUDITOR 
The 2021 budget provides funding for continued staffing levels as well as the conversion of a 
part-time position to full-time for the Accounting and Operations team.  The budget also funds 
outside audit services, including audits for sub-recipients.   

INCOME TAX 
The 2021 budget for the Income Tax Division includes investing in a new income tax collection 
system, banking and lockbox services, filing fees, postage, tax form printing, and temporary 
employment service fees.   
 

Fund
2018

Actual
2019

Actual
2020

Budget
2020

Projected
2021

Proposed
General Fund

City Auditor 4,518,648$             4,361,151$             4,799,068$             4,668,502$             4,789,735$             
Income Tax 9,027,551               8,665,193               9,952,729               8,457,526               9,814,679               

General Fund Subtotal 13,546,199 13,026,344 14,751,797 13,126,028 14,604,414

Department Total $ 13,546,199 $ 13,026,344 $ 14,751,797 $ 13,126,028 $ 14,604,414

Financial Summary by Fund

 
 

Division
2018

Actual
2019

Actual
2020

Budget
2020

Projected
2021

Proposed
City Auditor

General Fund
Personnel $ 3,483,355 $ 3,525,107 $ 4,057,737 $ 3,748,414 $ 3,994,001

Materials & Supplies 24,635 26,160 27,600 22,712 27,600
Services 1,010,657 809,184 712,731 896,376 767,134

Other - 700 1,000 1,000 1,000
City Auditor Subtotal 4,518,648 4,361,151 4,799,068 4,668,502 4,789,735

Income Tax
General Fund

Personnel 7,868,279 7,666,660 8,627,066 7,470,629 8,493,429
Materials & Supplies 51,062 67,117 78,500 55,866 78,500

Services 1,108,210 931,216 1,246,663 930,931 1,242,250
Other - 200 500 100 500

Income Tax Subtotal 9,027,551 8,665,193 9,952,729 8,457,526 9,814,679

Department Total $ 13,546,199 $ 13,026,344 $ 14,751,797 $ 13,126,028 $ 14,604,414

Division Financial Summary by Area of Expense

 
 

Fund

FT PT FT PT FT PT FT PT
General Fund

City Auditor 29 1 31 1 31 1 32 0
Income Tax 75 0 70 0 84 0 84 0

Total 104 1 101 1 115 1 116 0

Department Personnel Summary
2018

Actual
2019

Actual
2020

Budget
2021

Proposed
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Program
2020

Budget
2020
FTEs

2021
Proposed

2021
FTEs

Accounting $ 1,718,675 12 $ 1,768,211 13
Administration 4,309,654 14 3,951,945 11
Payroll  547,300 5 537,210 5
Auditing 1,174,820 12 937,782 11
Tax Collection and Audits 6,951,408 72 7,362,228 76
Internal Services 49,940 0 47,038 0

Department Total $ 14,751,797 115 $ 14,604,414 116

Operating Budget by Program
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2021 
PROGRAM 

GUIDE 

  

ACCOUNTING  

To provide accounting of all city financial 
transactions, implement improvements to 
the city’s accounting and reporting 
system, and publish the city’s annual 
financial report. 

ADMINISTRATION 

 
To administer the City Auditor’s Office 
and Income Tax Division; to direct all 
administrative and operating functions of 
the division, including fiscal duties. 
 

PAYROLL To process all city payrolls and insurance 
programs. 

 
AUDITING 

 
To pre-audit all city financial transactions. 

 
TAX COLLECTION AND AUDITS 

 
To collect, audit, enforce, and process 
various types of income tax documents. 

 
INTERNAL SERVICES 

 
To account for the internal service 
charges of the department necessary to 
maintain operations. 
 

  

 
  



City Auditor  
 

 
  
 

This page has been intentionally left blank. 


	City Auditor


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



